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Talk One:     Nazareth: A Place and Time for Contemplation
By Father Aurelio Sanz-Baeza, international Responsible of the Jesus Caritas Priests’ Fraternities.
	‘In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

He went in and said to her, 'Rejoice, you who enjoy God's favour! The Lord is with you’.  She was deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean,

But the angel said to her, 'Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Look! You are to conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus.  He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.'

Mary said to the angel, 'But how can this come about, since I have no knowledge of man?'

The angel answered, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. And I tell you this too: your cousin Elizabeth also, in her old age, has conceived a son, and she whom people called barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.'

Mary said, 'You see before you the Lord's servant, let it happen to me as you have said.' And the angel left her.’ (1)


Nazareth is the place where God decides to become man, through a woman, Mary.  She gives us Jesus of Nazareth, a real, not virtual, man.  He is the man of God who illustrates what is free gift, because God does not deal with man by plans or programmes, he does not give us a system of education or society. He is Pure Love, 24 carat Love, one hundred per cent pure, without preservatives or artificial colours, without judgments or consolation prizes.


The love of God comes to Nazareth to stay, to dwell in the inner depths of a virgin.  The fruit of it all is Holy, the Son of the Most High, the Son of God. Here God is not in hiding: God dwells among us, in the silence of the Word made Flesh.


Mary lives in Nazareth without making noise.  The insights of Charles de FOUCAULD during his stay at Nazareth are born also in silence and humble service, in simplicity that society does not notice.  For Mary, for Brother Charles, Nazareth is a place and a time of contemplation: a place and time that will change other situations and stages of their lives into contemplative spaces.  They learn in Nazareth to live day by day with love for the little one, for the little ones.


In Nazareth Mary teaches Jesus, and in Nazareth Brother Charles was taught by Jesus.


We are called to live like Jesus in reality, not putting on the appearance of living like Him, which makes unreal our sense of God (the way we experience him, adore him, the way we love him and teach him).  It is by our way of life that we have to evangelize, not by our words.  Words explain ideas; Life convinces.


In Nazareth, we stop teaching, working, believing. …


None of this is possible unless backed up by our lifestyle – our meetings, our visits, our genuinely contemplative celebrations.  It is easy to become performers of liturgy but without heart, faithful defenders of tradition but forgetting to Whom it call us, Who loves us, and Whom we proclaim.


To be contemplatives in the daily round of our work and pastoral labours does not mean hiding away from real life. ‘You must be impregnated with the Gospel of Jesus to such a degree that, when faced with the influences and ideologies of this world, you are able, quite independently, to defend the values which we know are absolutely indispensable to preserve the sacredness of human existence, and essential human rights.  You cannot keep quiet with people in matters about which Christ would have spoken, and which he could have achieved through words spoken from your mouth and proclaimed through your actions.  It is for this he has chosen and called you’. (2)  We need to return to Nazareth - the great insight of Brother Charles: return to the Gospel; there is born that Hope in God which Mary received, a Divine Hope that will see the light of day in Bethlehem.

Nazareth means to speak little about oneself a more about God, through our life, our things: our houses, our possessions, our plans.


‘All our life, however dumb [hidden; unnoticed] it may appear, whether it is our Life in Nazareth, our Life in the Desert, or our public life, must be a preaching of the Gospel on the rooftops; our whole person must exude Jesus, must present a sign of evangelical life; our whole being must be a living proclamation, a reflection of Jesus’ image; giving out the perfume of Jesus, making Jesus visible, an image which shine out.’ (3)  For Brother Charles, it is Jesus who is the Centre of his life, and he invites us to that through contemplation.  He speaks of three ways of contemplating God: in the events and life of Jesus, in Sacred Scripture, and in the mysteries of His Life (4), times when we prescind from the whys and many of the what-fors.  His insights have given to the Church of Jesus a way of meeting Him, God Himself, both in the midst of silence and so many times in the noise of our daily Nazareth.  These insights help us to be witnesses of God without proselytism, without forcing situations, without manipulating people’s emotions, without making noise to boost our own ego.


Nazareth is never a flight or hiding from reality.  Nazareth is to stand up for Jesus and for the lowest in society. ‘Just as it [Nazareth] can result in a mistaken “hidden life”, so too it can wrongly understand the phrase “preach the Gospel in silence”.  In the very same letters where Brother Charles uses these expressions, he speaks of having friends, and contacts’. Have we to live a life of quiet? To this question Antoine CHATELARD says that we have to reply both yes and no.  No, since Nazareth is a place of communication, listening, sharing friendship, a place where the Word is shared in ordinary conversations with people.  Yes, because Nazareth is silence, because Nazareth is to shout the Good News from the housetops quietly, without preaching, by love. (5)  As priest of the Fraternity we all have a challenge, if  we have not made a path, at both the spiritual and psychological levels, which we are convinced leads us to an authentic encounter with the Lord, in contemplation and adoration, in our commitments of service to the People of God and to Society.  Our priestly ministry does not follow a monastic or conventual pattern: we are men in the midst of the world.  When Nazareth convinces us, and is not merely an idea a notion or a sideline; it makes us grow in relationship with our neighbours, our communities, our brothers in the Fraternity.   Nazareth can never be static in our lives, since it would become synonymous with a fixture or comfort-zone.  Jesus, given to us by Mary, lives in Nazareth as a neighbour; He lives with us, associates with us, is close to His people, is a citizen.  And so this attitude will make Him one with the least; it will make him look without judging, look in order to help and be useful, listening to men and women, and listening to His Father.


Nazareth helps us to live with others without judging, to live in contemplation respecting our personal space and that of other people: their hearts their hopes, their lives.  The Spirit of Nazareth, then, leads us to review our lives, seeking to love both our own life that that of others, recognizing it as God’s great loving gift, an experience of receiving without payment. We are in Nazareth only when we de-idealise it and accept Jesus as a neighbour or companion for daily life, for our present and our future; He is the co-driver of our car, the one who accompanies us on our visits and to our meetings.

____
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Points For The Review of Life

· Do we try to live Nazareth, or is it only an occasional reference during our fraternity meetings?  Do I believe and value in my life this key element of the spirituality of Brother Charles?

· Can we get free from the ‘me’ to listen to the Angel which draws away from our readings, our TV, or recreation, our free time? He announces to us the problems and inconveniences that God is callings us to address.

· Do we smell of Jesus, or do we smell of incense, or populism – to cultivate our own image, to seek orthodoxy so as not to be shown up?

· How do we look at our brother priests? Do we think of ourselves as poorer, or friendlier, more progressive, more faithful, better pastors or preachers, intellectually more sound, more sensitive or better in dealing with the people?  Are we judgmental?
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Talk 2

Nazareth: A Place for family, for sharing.  Nazareth: the Door to the Desert of Jesus

By Father Aurelio Sanz-Baeza, international Responsible of the Jesus Caritas Priests’ Fraternities.
‘When they had done everything the Law of the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their own Town of Nazareth.  Meanwhile the child grew to maturity, and he was filled with wisdom; and god’s favour was with him’.(1)


Nazareth is the place where Jesus grew up, where he developed as a person, where he grew in wisdom, in experience of God, and in acceptance of His Grace.  This process all continued until the moment to go to the Desert.


According to our way of thinking as Jesus Caritas priests, when we feel we are fully ‘at Nazareth’, we discover God among men: in the people that surround us, both our own brothers of the Fraternity and in the circumstances or situation in which men and women are active in building up the Kingdom or guiding us to Truth and Justice.


As believers, as citizens and human beings, it is not hard put ourselves into a Nazareth mentality.  But the test comes when we realize we are far from Nazareth, with our hearts elsewhere and our minds unclear.  Our lack of Faith Hope or Charity makes us strangers to that spirit which Brother Charles wanted to inspire his life when he discovered that Jesus was his Saviour who was born and died for him, who loved him to the end; he did it for the One who was the great love of his life.  His friendship with Jesus drew him to practice charity as a quality of sharing; from his insights he created a sense of family, looking upon his neighbours as his brothers.  What would have happened to Brother Charles if he had had other brothers near him and had formed a community with them? From this, our point is that we can share fully in the love of others, and they in ours.  
‘There is an constant obstacle to our fraternal charity, an obstacle that we see within ourselves all the time: our congenital and almost inexplicable stubbornness in judging and understanding everything from our personal viewpoint according to our own temperament and prejudices, with a narrowness that is reinforced by  subjective judgments and a mean hearted view of the world. (2)  
The reality is that we have not been called to form a natural family of fathers and sons, but instead to make sense of our commitment to Love through living with others, through service, and as priests of the Fraternity, to share our lives through the ‘Revision of Life’ and fraternal love, whether we live near or far from one another.  Sometimes however, so as not to create confrontation, or to avoid or escape from it, we neither help others or ourselves to mature. Do we allow ourselves to be ‘at Nazareth’ for the good of all?  Do we allow others to ‘enter our space’?


‘From what others experience and the challenges that Life present, Charles de FOUCAULD gradually learned what God wanted of him.  Nazareth is not for him something cast in stone; it is a an open journey along which he walks alongside his Master, always attentive to what the Lord is asking him. So, little by little, throughout his whole life, he makes plain for us his Nazareth insight. There, in the streets of Nazareth, he realizes that, by adopting the lifestyle of humble people, Jesus reveals to us the Face of the Father: a fraternal God, brother to the least of people’ (3)  
So Brother Charles is an authentic preacher, but not by indoctrination; an authentic universal brother who respects every member of his circle of friends, who like Jesus is near to the lowest in society, those whom, in his time and space, he knew to be the least privileged (father from the West, in a poor colonial country etc.).  

For us, who are the ‘lowest’ in society?  How do they teach us to be in Nazareth?  But how are we and how do we deal with the lowest?  Is it nothing more than a consultancy or dispensary, where others come to seek help, or is it where we ourselves find help to travel the Way we have not chosen, face situations we have not created, live times for which we have not been prepared?


Nazareth teaches us to be family, to make family, and have in common with others more than a language, an ideology or social customs.  Nazareth invites us to lower our seat to the level where we can sit at table with the poor. 
‘Let us be as small as Jesus.  Jesus tells us to follow Him, so let us follow Him, share His lifestyle, His labours, his work, his humiliations, his poverty, his self abasement.’ (4)


‘In Jesus’ Public Life, there exists also an aspect of mystery, of hiddeness, of non-visibility, or rejection of the spectacular: an aspect that cannot be ignored.  Throughout his Life till his Death He was always Jesus of Nazareth.  Brother Charles took this aspect seriously, insisting on the obscurity, the ‘incognito’ of the Incarnate Word, something evident to anyone during His thirty years at Nazareth.  What was hidden in His life was His unique relationship with the Father, His divine being, in other words what was essential.  In spite of appearances, until his death Charles de FOUCAULD continued faithful to this insight wherever he lived, whatever he did, whether he lived near to or far from other people’. (5)


From Nazareth Jesus went forth into the desert.  We all know well its biblical meaning, and the challenge it presented to Jesus.  He comes from Nazareth seeking earnestly to listen to the Father.  He neither gives reasons nor tries to convince anyone.  Not even later, during His Public Life, does He invite his disciples to do the same. But he certainly does encourage them to speak to the Father in private prayer, to pray not to fall into temptation, not to fall asleep, to listen out for His Voice as sheep listen for that of their shepherd.  Curiously, with Brother Charles we see a similar pattern. 
‘Nazareth continued to be the motive that led him to enter the Trappist Monastery, and, later, to leave it.  To be like Jesus of Nazareth, he embraces the priesthood; and for the same reason he leaves his beloved Palestine to go to the Sahara Desert.’ (6)


How do we know how to move on from what we are used to – my  Parish, my Diocesis, my organizations – to be faced with the unknown – the desert where I am alone, with the fear of facing up to myself, of recognizing what I am really like?  Where are these calls to the Desert leading us, and where will they end up?  In the recesses of our memory, on a nice day out, in self complacency?  Or in the acceptance of what today is the Will of the Father for us, as we listen to Him in the silence of our hearts?


Charles de FOUCAULD, like Jesus, does run away to the desert: he follows the voice of his heart and seeks that it be in harmony with God’s voice.  He does avoid the ups and downs of his life: he is conscious of his limitations, of his past, and of the great love that Jesus is for him.


I conclude with this reflection of Willigis JÄGER: 
‘What happens when someone go honestly into the Desert? Jesus dwelt ‘among the animals’, Holy Scripture tells us in the account of Jesus’ forty days in the Desert.  Whoever goes into the desert will not find any romantic sunset. He will be confronted by his own monsters. He will by himself. He will be in the company of all his unresolved problems, his shadow side – in Christian terminology, with the demons and the Devil.  And we are not talking about resisting and rejecting them entirely; rather we have to look at them face to face, just as Jesus shows us when He was tempted during His own time in the Desert. The desert, solitude, forces us to look at and accept ourselves. We don’t even have to throw out the Demon; he is our brother and wishes to be treated as such.  Neither is the Demon that mountain of rubbish on which we can get rid of our filth.’ (7) 
So it is right to be aware that we cannot blame anyone for our situations, that Nazareth is the place wherever there is life, where we exist, where we let go of control, where we laugh and where we cry, where we work and where we rest.  If we believe in the spirit of Nazareth, I am sure that it will call us to the Desert, even if this frightens us.  We have every right it: to doubt, to keep one’s distance, to be comforted by God’s mercy and finally to be taken over by it.
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POINTS FOR THE REVISION OF LIFE

· What ‘comforts; and ‘discomforts’ do we experience - in Nazareth - and in the Desert?

· Do we feel alive in them?

· Is Nazareth an experience just for the moment, or occasionally?

· How do we surround ourselves with comforts?

· Do we allow ourselves to be ‘wrapped up’ or ‘warmly clothed’ by God or by others, as in the House at Nazareth?
_________________________________________________________________________________________




